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The collar of manufacturers is
no longer blue. That’s the message
from enviro-tech companies that call
Durham region home.

The Regional Municipality of
Durham, Economic Development and
Tourism Department, recently hosted
a familiarization tour to showcase the
region’s growing enviro-tech sector.
Participants included economic
development partners, industry
professionals, business groups as well
as officials from the provincial and
federal governments. Throughout the
day, four manufacturers demonstrated
how their innovative technologies are
contributing to a more sustainable and
cleaner environment.

Kicking off the tour was Indaco
Manufacturing Ltd. When founder
Peter Wehrle first produced Bio-

Solo plastic bags that degrade upon
exposure to the oxygen and heat of
landfills, composting programs were
still slowly gaining ground. As more
municipalities launched composting
programs, Wehrle developed another
product line, Bag to Nature, to meet
their high quality standards.

When it became evident that
Indaco was outgrowing their space in
Scarborough, relocating to Pickering
and becoming part of its growing
cluster of EN3 (energy, environmental,
engineering) companies was the
obvious choice. The five-employee
company may be small in size, but
it's already made huge achievements.
“We're breaking into the U.S. market
and there’s huge interest from Mexico
City, Brazil, Romania and Australia,”
said Richard Dance, one of the
principals at Indaco.

Based in Ajax, Environmental Waste
International (EWI) tackles waste
problems from a different angle. With
its patented Reverse Polymerization
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Tour participants take 3 closer look gt the raw ingredients used to make Indace s Modegradatie plastic bags.

process and microwave technology,
EWI breaks down organic materials
ranging from rubber tires to food and
animal waste.

While its technology is used
globally by such clients as the U.S.
Department of Agriculture and British
Royal Navy, EWI wants to strengthen
its roots. “We hope to establish our
technology here at home,” explained
CEO and President Stephen Simms.
“Once we launch our commercialized
system, we’ll ramp up our employee
base.”

Global Emissions Systems Inc.
(GESI) is also hoping that closer ties
with the community and perhaps
even research collaborations will help
bring their business to the next level.
The Whitby company manufactures
emission reduction systems that
reduce greenhouse gases released

from fuel-burning engines of all sizes,
whether it's a home lawn mower,
forklift or power generation plant.
GESI technology can be installed at
the time of manufacture or retrofitted.
“We’ll eventually transition from fossil
fuel to alternative energy,” said GESI
President Eric Latino, referring to
increased environmental concerns
stemming from carbon emissions.
“But we need immediate solutions, at
least for the next few generations.”
Similarly, InnerEco Environmental
clears the air with their products.
What’s different is their focus on
toxins found indoors. Based in
Bowmanville, InnerEco manufactures
patented electronic air filters for
residential and commercial use.
Several of its product lines are sold
in retailers such as The Home Deport
and Canadian Tire, and distributed to

countries as far as Germany, mainland
China and Hong Kong.

“All of our filters are handmade
and tested for 24 hours before
distribution,” said Customer Service
Manager Suzanne Humby, as an
employee demonstrated how a
ToxBox air filter is assembled. ToxBox
captures particles as small as 0.007
microns, and 70 per cent of its
materials are recycled from fiberglass,
light bulbs and bottles.

Durham’s educational institutions
are also doing their part to ensure
a more sustainable environment for
the future. As part of this tour, guests
had a first look at the Durham College
Skills Training Centre expansion,
which will house a “living lab” for
its new Energy Audit Techniques
and Renewable Energy Technician
programs, set to begin in September.

Good news worth spreading: a snapshot

Recent news headlines have no
doubt left many of us wondering:
Where has all the good news gone?

A closer look at our local economy
reveals that Durham region is not all
doom and gloom. In fact, each local
area municipality has its fair share
of good news. Here are some bright
lights that are shining through the
gloom:

Search Engine People, a search
engine optimization and marketing
firm in Ajax, was ranked by Profit
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Magazine last month as the 87th
fastest-growing company in Canada.

In Brock, Flex-N-Gate has been
making callbacks as the manufacturer
has received a new contract to supply
an automotive company with jack
sets.

Algoma Orchards, Ontario’s leading
distributor of apples, will be opening
the doors to its new facilities in
Clarington later this year. Algoma
will be equipped with state-of-the-art
sorting and packing facilities, as well

as a market open to the public.

The Durham Consolidated
Courthouse in Oshawa is nearing
completion. Built to the Canada
Green Building Council’s Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design
(LEED) Silver certification standards,
it will be one of the largest “green”
buildings in Ontario.

Traffic paint and safety technology
company Ennis Paint has opened its
76,400-sq. ft. Canadian headquarters
in Pickering.
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Scugog is working with various
partners and vendors to get Port
Perry’s first farmers’ market up and
running.

Canadian outerwear Choko Sports
has bought land in Uxbridge and
will be building a new facility for its
manufacturing operations.

A 400,000-sq. ft., 20-storey Class
A office tower has been approved for
construction on Victoria Street west
in Whitby.
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Good Natured, Good Times.
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Innovators join forces to

promote Durham

Discovery 09 was not only about
discovering innovations. It was also
about connecting innovative ideas
with the right people, opportunities
and resources.

The Regional Municipality of
Durham, Economic Development
and Tourism Department, along with
municipal partners and some of the
region’s most innovative companies,
participated in this annual conference
hosted by Ontario Centres of
Excellence (OCE).

This event featured almost
2,100 business leaders, investors,
entrepreneurs, scientists, researchers
and students. Durham Region was
among the 300 exhibitors at the
Metro Toronto Convention Centre
to provide a glimpse into Ontario’s
future innovation economy.

“In the current economic climate,
innovation is crucial to Ontario’s
success and global competitiveness,
and that’s what Discovery 09 is all
about,” said OCE President and CEQ
Mark Romoff.

The show featured all facets
of innovation with interactive
demonstrations, an International
Café with trade commissioners from
around the world and presentations
from the province’s innovation
thought leaders.

Durham Region was the only
regional municipality from Ontario
with an exhibit area. The area
consisted of economic development
partners from across the region,
Durham Strategic Energy Alliance,
and Durham-based companies
including Aquavion, Global
Emissions Systems Inc. and St.
Mary’s Cement.

“Durham has many world-class
industries,” said Ray Richards
of aviation technology company
Aquavion. “This was a good
opportunity to showcase our
innovations.”

A 1:8 scale model of the new
Sea Stryder amphibious aircraft,
which has been developed over the
last 10 years, was the highlight of
Aquavion’s presence at Discovery 09.

“I was surprised with the level
of interest even though this wasn’t
an aircraft trade show,” pointed out
Richards, who met everyone from
researchers, to venture capitalists, to
the U.S. military.

To learn more about Ontario
Centres of Excellence, visit
WWW.0ce-ontario.org.



